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INTRODUCTION. 



The ante-Columbian History of America has of 
late, more than formerly, been favoured with public atten- 
tion. Facts which shed an unexpected light on this 
remote period, formerly supposed to be«wrapped in Cimme- 
rian darkness, have been gathered from various sources. 
We have been repeatedly surprised by many a hint, nay 
more, by many an incontestable sign, presented to us, and 
now at length we rely with increased confidence on those 
researches whose object is to brighten up and illustrate 
the obscure recesses of antiquity. 

The discovery of America in the tenth century may 
justly be considered as one of the very remarkable events 
in the history of the world ; and discerning posterity will 
not refuse to the hardy Scandinavians who effected it, that 
place in the world's annals, to which their achievements 
have given them an irrefragable title. Here, however, 
nothing is to be expected beyond a concise and summary 
view of the ancient historical events which occurred in 
America proper, and of such notices respecting the 
geography, hydrography, and natural history of that part 
of the world, as are preserved in the ancient records oi 



Scandinavia, now published in the "ANTiauiTATES Ame- 
ricanj:," In the remote age now alluded to, Greenland 
had a considerable European population, forming a distinct 
diocese. But the great masa of records which relate to 
this polar region of America, could not be noticed. It is 
to be remembered, that the discovery of Iceland about the 
middle of the ninth century, the settlement there made by 
Ingolf, in the year 874, and the subsequent complete 
colonization of the country, which, in the course of a 
century, was effected by some of the most powerful and 
wealthy families of the North, were occurrences preceding 
the discovery of America. But then the seas about Ice- 
land having been navigated in all directions for a con- 
siderable time, Greenland could not remain undiscovered ; 
and, glancing at the vast number of original records 
extant, relative to the history of the Icelandic settlement, 
and observing the stir and bustle which at that time 
agitated this remote island, the discovery of America will 
appear almost as an inevitable consequence of the natural 
course of thing:;, or at least as an event easily accoiuited 
for. 

The author of the following pages will with confidence 
abide the verdict of discerning readers, as to the question, 
whether the validity of the title be established by their 
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BIARNE HERIULFSON'S VOYAGE IN THE 

YEAR 986. 

Eric the Red, in the spring of 986, emigrated from 
Iceland to Greenland, formed a settlement there, and fixed 
his residence at Brattalid in Ericsfiord. Among others 
who accompanied him was Heriulf Bardson, who esta- 
blished himself at Heriulfsnes. Biarne, the son of the 
latter, was at that time absent on a trading voyage to Nor- 
way ; but in the course of the summer returnihg to Eyrar, 
in Iceland, and finding that his father had taken his de- 
parture, this bold navigator resolved "still to spend the 
following winter, like all the preceding ones, with his 
father,*' although neither he nor any of his people had 
ever navigated the Greenland sea. They set sail, but met 
with northerly winds and fogs, and, after many days sail- 
ing, knew not whither they had been carried. At length, 
when the weather again cleared up, they saw a land which 
was without mountains, overgrown with wood, and having 
many gentle elevations. As this land did not correspond 
to the descriptions of Greenland, they left it on the larboard 
hand, and continued sailing two days, when they saw an- 
other land which was flat, and overgrown with wood. 
From thence they stood out to sea, and sailed three days 



with a S.W. wind, when they saw a third land, which was 
high and mountainous, and covered with icebergs (gla- 
ciers ;) they coasted along the shore, and saw that it was 
an island. They did not go on shore, as Biarne did not find 
the country to be inviting. Bearing away from this island, 
they stood out to sea with the same wind, and after four 
days sailing with fresh gales, they reached Heriuisfnes, in 
Greenland. 



DISCOVERIES OF LEIF ERICSON, AND FIRST 
SETTLEMENT OF VINELAND. 

Some time after this, probably in the year 994, Biarne 
paid a visit to Eric, earl of Norway, and told him of his 
voyage, and of the unknown lands he had discovered. He 
was blamed by many for not having examined these coun- 
tries more accurately. On his return to Greenland there 
was much talk about undertaking a voyage of discovery, 
Leif, a son of Eric the Red, bought Biarne's ship, and 
equipped it with a crew of thirty -five men, among whom was 
a German, of the name of Tyrker, who had long resided 
with his father, and who had been very fond of Leif in his 
childhood. In the year 1000 lliey commenced the projected 
voyage, and came first to the land which Biarne had seen 
last. They cast anchor and went on shore. No grass was 
seen ; but every where in this country were vast ice- 
mountains (^glaciers,) and the intermediate space between 
these and the shore was, as it were, one uniform plain of 
slate (hella:) the country appearing to them dewtitute of 
good qualities, they called it HELLU-LAND. They put 
out to sea, and came to another land where they also went 
on shore. The country was level (sUtt,) and covered with 
woods, and wheresoever they went, there were cliffs of 
white sand [santl-ar hritir,) and a low coast (o-sa-brntl ;) 
lliey called tlie country MARK-LAND {IVoodlaml) From 
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thence they again stood out to sea, with a N.E. wind, and 
continued sailing for two days, before they made land 
again. They then came to an island which lay to the 
eastward of the mainland, and entered a channel between 
this island and a promontory projecting in an easterly (and 
northerly) direction from the mainland. They sailed west- 
ward in waters where there was much ground left dry at 
ebb-tide. Afterwards they went on shore at a place where 
a river, issuing from a lake, fell into the sea. They brought 
their ship into the river, and from thence into the lake, 
where they cast anchor. Here they constructed some 
temporary log-huts ; but, afterwards, when they had made 
up their mind to winter there, they built large houses, 
afterwards called LEIFS-BUDIR (Leifsbooths.) When 
the buildings were completed, Leif divided his people into 
two companies, who were by turns employed in keeping 
watch at the houses, and in making small excursions for 
the purpose of exploring the country in the vicinity : his 
instructions to them were, that they should not go to a 
greater distance than that they might return in the course 
of the same evening, and that they should not separate 
from one another. Leif took his turn also, joining the ex- 
ploring party the one day, and remaining at the houses the 
other. It so happened that one day the German, Tyrker, 
was missing. Leif accordingly went out with twelve men 
in search of him, but they had not gone far from their 
houses, when they met him coming towards them. When 
Leif enquired why he had been so long absent, he at first 
answered in German, but they did not understand what he 
said. He then said to them in the Norse tongue : " I did 
not go much farther, yet I have a discovery to acquaint 
you with ; I have found vines and grapes." He added, 
by way of confirmation, that he had been bom in a country 
where there was plenty of vines. They had now two 
occupations, viz., to hew timber for loading the ship, and 
collect grapes; with these last they filled the ship's long 



boat. Leif gave a name to the country, and called il VIN- 
LAND (Fineland.) In the epring they sailed again from 
thence, and returned to Greenland. 



THORVVALO ERICSION'S EXPEDITION TO 
MORE SOUTHERN REGIONS. 

Leif'a Vineland voyage was now a subject of frequent 
conversation in Greenland, and his brother Thorwald 
was of opinion that the country had not been Kufficiently 
explored. He accordingly borrowed LeiPs ship, and, aided 
by his brother's counsel and directions, commenced a 
voyage in the year 1003. He arrived at Leifebooths, in 
Vineland, where they spenl the winter, he and his crew 
employing themselves in fishing. In tlie spring of 1003 
Thorwald sent a party in the sliip's long-boat on a voyage 
of discovery southwards. They found the country beautiful 
and well wooded, with but little space between the woods 
and the sea ; there were hkewise extensive ranges of 
white sand, and many islands and shallows. They found 
no traces of men having been there before them, excepling 
on an island lying to the westward, where they found a 
wooden shed. They did not return to Leifsbooths until 
ihe fall. In the following summer, 1U04, Thorwald sailed 
eastward with the large ship, and then northward past a 
remarkable headland enclosing a bay, and which was 
opposite to another headland. They called it KIAL- 
AR-NES {Keel Cape.) From thence they sailed along 
the eastern coast of the land, into the nearest firths, to a 
promontory which there projected, and which was every 
where overgrown with wood. There Thorwald went 
ashore with all his companions. He was so pleased with 
this place, that he exclaimed : " This is beautiful ! and 
here I should like well to fix my dwelling !" .\fierwards. 
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when they were preparmg to go on board, they observed 
on the sandy beach, within the promontory, three hillocks, 
and repairing thither, they found three canoes, under each 

* 

of which were three Skrellings (Esquimaux ;) they came 
to blows with the latter, and killed eight, but the ninth 
escaped with his canoe. Afterwards a countless number 
issued forth against them from the interior of the bay. 
They endeavoured to protect themselves by raising battle 
screens on the ship's side. The Skrellings continued 
shooting at them for a while, and then retired. Thorwald 
was wounded by an arrow under the arm, and finding that 
the wound was mortal, he said, " I now advise you to pre- 
pare for your departure as soon as possible, but me ye shall 
bring to the promontory, where I thought it good to dwell ; 
it may be that it was a prophetic word that fell from my 
mouth about my abiding there for a season ; there shall 
ye bury me, and plant a cross at my head, and another at 
my feet, and call the place KROSS-A-NES (Crossness) 
in all time coming." He died, and they did as he had 
ordered. Afterwards, they returned to their companions 
at Leifsbooths, and spent the winter there ; but, in the 
spring of 1005, they sailed again to Greenland, having 
important intelligence to communicate to Leif, 



UNSUCCESSFUL ATTEMPT OP THOIISTEIN 

ERICSON. 

Thorstein, Eric's third son, had resolved .to proceed to 
Vineland to fetch his brother's body. He fitted out thp 
BBX^e ship, and selected twenty-five strong and able-bodied 
men for his crew : his wife Gudrida also went along, with 
him. They were tossed about the ocean during the whole 
summer, and knew not whither they were driven ; but at 
the close of the first week of winter they landed at Ly- 



»0 DISCOVERY OF AMERICA 

Bufiord, in the western settlement of Greenland. There 
Thoratein died during the winter ; and, in the spring, 
Gudrida returned again to Ericsfiord, 



SETTLEMENT EFFECTED IN VINELAND, 
BY THORF[NN. 

In the following eiiiiimer, HWfi, there arrived in Green- 
land two ships from Iceland ; the one was commanded by 
Thorfinn, having the very significant surname of KarlS' 
EFNE (i. e. one who promises or is destined to be an able 
or great man,) a wealthy and powerful man, of illustrious 
lineage, and sprung from Danish, Norwegian, Swedish, 
Irish, and Scottish ancestors, some of whom were kings or 
of royal descent. He was accompanied by Snorre Thor- 
BRAND80N, who was also a man of distinguished lineage. 
The other ship was commanded by Biarne Grimolfson, 
of Breidefiord, and Thorhall Gamlason, of Austfiord. 
They kept the festival of Yule, or Christmas, at Brattalid. 
Thorfin became enamoured of Gudrida, and obtained the 
consent of her brother-in-law, Leif ; and their marriage 
was celebrated in the course of the winter. On iliis, as 
on former occasions, the voyage to Vineland formed a 
favorite theme of conversation, and Thorfin was urged 
both by his wife and others to undertake such a voyage. 
It was accordingly resolved on. In the spring of 1007 
Karlsefne and Snorre fitted out their ship, and Biarne and 
Thorhall likewise e<[uipped theirs. A third ship (being 
that in which Gudrida's father, Thorbiorn, had formerly 
come to Greenland) was commanded by Thokward, who 
was married to Fbeydisa, a natural daughter of Eric the 
Red ; and on board the ship was also a man of the name 
of TiioRHALi,, who had long served Eric as huntsman in 
summer, and as house-steward in winter, and who had 
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much acquaintance with the uncolonized parts of Gr^ein- 
land. The whole expedition consisted of one huqdred 
and sixty men ; and they took with them all kinds of live 
stock, it being their intention to establish a colony, if 
possible. They sailed first to the Westerbygd, and after- 
wards tq Biarney (Disco.) From thence they sailed in a 

* 

southerly direction to HELLU-LAND, where they found 
may foxes ; and again two days in a southerly direction to 
MARK-LAND, a country overgrown with wood, and plen- 
tifully stocked with animals. Leaving this, they continued 
in a S. W. direction for a long time, having the land to star- 
i>oard, until they at length came to KIAL-AR-NES, where 
there were trackless deserts and long beaches and sands, 
called by them FURDU-STRAND-IR. Passing these, 

■ 

they found the land indented by inlets. They had two 
Scots with them. Hake and Hekia, whom Leif had former- 
ly received from the Norwegian king, Olaf Tryggvason, 
and who were very swift of foot. They put them on shore, 
recommending them to proceed in a S.W. direction, and 
explore the country. After the lapse of three days they 
returned, bringing with them some grapes and some ears 
of wheat, which grew wild in that region. They con- 
tinued their course until they came to a place where a 
firth petietrated far into the country. Off the mouth of it 
was an island, past which there ran strong currents, which 
was also the case farther up the firth. On the island there 
were an immense number of eyderducks, so that it was 
scarcely possible to walk without treading on their eggs« 
They called the island STRAUM-EY {Stream hie,) and 
the jfirth, SRAUM-FI :]RDR {Stream Firth.) They landed 
on the shore of this firth, and made preparations for their 
winter residence. The country was extremely beau- 
Ufiil. They confined their operations to exploring the 
country. Thorhall afterwards wished to proceed in a 
N. direction in quest of Vineland. Karlsefne chose rather 
tp gQ io the S.W. Thorhall, and eight men with him, 
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quitted Lhem, and nailed past Fucbustraiider and Kialariies ; 
but they were driven by westerly gales to the coast of 
Ireland, where, according to the accounts of some traders, 
they were beaten and made slavea. Karlaefne, together 
■with Snorre and Biarne, and the rest of the ships' com- 
panies, in all ISl (CXXXI) men, sailed southwards, 
and arrived at the place where a river falls into the sea 
from a lake. Opposite to the mouth of the river were 
large islands. They steered into the lake, and called the 
place HOP {/' Hdpe.) On the low grounds they found 
fields of wheat Rowing wild, and on the rising ground, 
vines. While looking about one morning, they observed a 
great number of canoes. As they exhibited friendly sig- 
nals, the canoes approached nearer to lhem, and the natives 
looked with astonishment at those they met there. These 
people were sallow, and ill-looking : had ugly heads of 
hair, large eyes, and broad cheeks. After they had gazed 
at them for awhile, they rowed away again to the S.W, 
past the cape. Karlsefne and his company had erected 
their dwelling bouses a little above the hay, and there tlicy 
spent the winter. No snow fell, and the cattle found their 
food in the open iield. One morning early, in the beginning 
of 1008, they descried a number of canoes coming from tJie 
S. W. past the cape. Karlsefne having held up a wliite 
shield as a friendly signal, they drew nigh, and immediately 
commenced bartering. These people chose in preference 
red cloth, and gave furs and squirrel skins in exchange. 
They would fain also have bought swords and spears, but 
these Karlsefne and Snorre prohibited their people from 
selling. In exchange for a'»kin, entirely gray, the Skrel- 
lings took a piece of cloth of a span in breadth, and bound 
it round their heads. Their barter was carried on in this 
Way for some lime. The Ncirlhnien found that their cloth 
was beginning to grow scarce, whereupon they cut it up in 
smaller pieces, not broader than a finger's breadth ; yet the 
Kfcpellings gave u^ much for these smaller pieces as ihey had 
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formerly given for the larger ones, or even more. Karlsefne 
also caused the women to make and pour out milk soup, 
and the Skrellings relishing the taste of it, they desired to 
buy it in preference to every thing else ; so they wound up 
their traffic by carrying away their bargains in their 
stomachs. Whilst this trade was going on, it happened * 
that a bull, which Karlsefne had brought along with him, 
came out of the wood and bellowed loudly. At this the 
Skrellings becam'e terrified, rushed to their canoes, and 
rowed away southwards. About this time Gudrida, Karls- 
efhe's wife, gave birth to a son, who received the name of 
Snorre. In the beginning of the following winter the 
Skrellings came again in much greater numbers ; they 
showed symptoms of hostility, setting up loud yells. 
Karlsefne caused the red shield to be borne against them, 
whereupon they advanced against each other, and a battle 
commenced. There was a galling discharge of missiles. 
The Skrellings had a sort of war slings ; they elevated 
on a pole a tremendously large ball, almost the size of a 
sheep's stomach, and of a bluish colour ; this they swung 
from the pole upon land over Karl^efne's people, and it 
descended with a fearful crash. This struck terror into 
the Northmen, and they fled along the river. Freydisa 
came out, and seeing them flying, she exclaimed : " How 
can stout men like you fly from these miserable caitiffs, 
whom I thought you could knock down like cattle ! If I 
had only a weapon, I ween I could fight better than any 
of you !" They heeded not her words. She tried to keep 
pace with them, but the advanced state of her pregnancy 
retarded her : she however followed them into the wood. 
There she encountered a dead body : it was Thorbrand 
Snorrason ; a flat stone was sticking fast in his head, 
and his naked sword lay by his side ; this she took Up, 
and prepared to defend herself. She uncovered her bosom, 
and struck it with the naked sword. At this sight the 
Skrellings became terrified, and ran off to their canoes^ 
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Karlsefne and ihe reat now came up lo her, and praised 
her courage. They were now become aware that, al- 
though the country held out many advantages, atill the 
life that they would have lo lead here, would be one of 
CQUslaiit alarm from the hostile attacks of the natives. 
They therefore made preparations for departure, with the 
resolution of returning to iheir own country. Saihng 
eastward, they arrived in Streamfirth, Karlsefne then 
took one of the ships, and sailed in ([uesl of Thorhall, 
while the rest remained behind. They proceeded north- 
wards round Kialarnes, and, nfler that, were carried to the 
noith-west. The land lay to the larboard of them ; there 
were thick forests in all direction!^, ad far as ihey could 
see, with scarcely any open space. They considered the 
hills at Hope, and those which they now saw, as forming 
pari of one continued range. They spent the Ihird winter 
at Streamfirth. Karlsefne's son, Stiorre, was now three 
years of age. When Ihey sailed from Vineland, they had 
southerly wind, and came to Markland, where they met 
with Ave Skrcllings. They caught two of them (two boys,) 
whom they carried away with them, and taught them the 
Norse language, and baptized them. These children said 
that their mother was called Vethilldi, and their father 
Uvj;ge ; they said that Ihe Skrellings were ruled by chief- 
tains (kings,) one of whom was called Avalldamon, and 
the other VALOininA; that there were no houses in the 
country, but that the people dwelt in holes and caverns. 
Biarne Griniolfson was driven into the Irish Ocean, and 
came into waters thai were so infested with worms that 
their ship was in consequence reduced to a sinking state. 
Some of the crew, however, were saved in the boat, as it 
had been smeared with seal-oil tar, which is a preventive 
against (he attack of worms. Kavlsefne continued his 
voyage to Greenland, and arrived at Ericsfiord, 
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VOYAGE OF FREYDISA, HELGE AND FINN- 
BOGE ; THORFINN SETTLES IN ICELAND. 

I 

During the «ame summer, 1011, there arrived in 6r«en^ 
, land a ship from Norway, commanded by twb brolOierB, from 
Austfiord in Iceland, Helge and Finnboge, who passed 
the following winter in Greenland. Freydisa went to 
them, and proposed a voyage to Vineland, on the conditjoii 
that they should share equally wHh her in all the profitir 
which the voyage might yield : to this they assented. 
Freydisa and these brothers entered into a mutual agrees 
ment that each party should have thirty able-bodied men 
on board their ship, besides women ; but Freydisa im- 
mediately deviated from the agreement, and took with her 
five additional men, whom she concealed. In 1012 they 
ailrived at Leifsbooths, where they spent the following 
winter. The conduct of Freydisa occasioned a coolness 
and distance between the parties ; and by her subtle arts 
she ultimately prevailed on her husband to massacre the 
brothers and their followers. After the perpetration of this 
base deed, they, in the spring of 101 S, returned to Green- 
land, where Thorfinn lay ready to sail for Norway, and 
was waiting for a fair wind : the ship he commanded was 
80 richly laden, that it was generally admitted, that a more 
valuable cargo had never left Greenland. As soon as the 
wind became favourable he sailed to Norway, where he 
spenft the following winter, and sold his goods. Next year, 
when he wa» ready to sail for Iceland, there came a 
German fr6m Breinen, who wanted to buy a piece of wood 
'from him : he gave for it half a marc of gold : it was the 
wood of the Mazer tree, from Tineland. Karls^fhe wenft 
to fcelanA, and, in the fdllowing year, 1015, he fxni^t the 
-fSlatraiiHB' egtkte^m 6kagefioi4, In ihanorfhlkhd qnarikf, 
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where he reeided during the remainder of his life : hia 
son Snorre, who had been born in America, was hia suc- 
cessor on this estate. When the latter married, his mother 
made a pilgrimage to Rome, and afterwards returned to 
her son's house at Glaumbce, where he had in the mean 
time ordered a church lo be built. The mother lived long 
as a religious recluse. A numerous and illustrious race 
descended from Karlsefne, annong wliom may be mentioned 
the learned bishop Thorlak Runolfson, born in 1085, of 
Snorre's daughter, Halfrida, to whom we are principally 
indebted for the oldest ecclesiastical Code of Iceland, 
published in the year 1123; it is also probable that the 
accounts of the voyages here mentioned, were originally 
compiled ijy him. 



A SURVEY OF THE PRECEDING EVIDENCE. 

I— GEOGRAPHY AND HYDROGRAPHY. 
It is a fortunate circumstance that these ancient 
accounts have preserved not only geographical, but also 
nautical, and astronomical facts, that may serve in fixing 
the position of the lands and places named. The nautical 
facts are of special importance, althougji hitlierto they 
have not been sufficiently attended to; these consist in 
statements of the course steered and the distance sailed in 
a day. From data in the Landiiama and several other 
ancient Icelandic geographical works, we may gather, that 
the distance of a day's sailing was estimated at 27 to 30 
geographical miles (German or Danish, of which fifteen 
are equal to a degree : each of these being, accordingly, 
equal to four English sea-miles.) From the island of 
HELLU-LAND, afterwards called little Helluland, Biarne 
sailed to Heriulfsnes (Iki-geil,) in Greenland, with strong 
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south-westerly gales, in four days. The distance between 
that cape and J^Tewfoundland is about one hundred and 
fifty miles, which will correspond, when we take into con- 
sideration the strong gales. In modem descriptions it is 
stated that this land partly consists of naked rocky flats, 
where no tree, nor even a shrub, can grow, and which are 
therefore usually called Barrens; thus answering com- 
pletely to the hell'Ur of the ancient Northmen, from which 
they named the country. 

MARKLAND was situate to the south-west of HellU- 
land, distant about three days' sail, or from eighty to 
ninety miles. Hete then we haVe JViwa Scotia^ of which 
the descriptions given by later writers answer to ihti 
given by the ancient Northmen of Markland: "the land 
is low in general ;" " the coast to the sea-ward being level 
and low, and the shores marked with white rocks ;" " the 
land is low, with white sandy cliffs, particularly visible at 
sea," says the new 'North American Pilot,' by J. W. 
Norie, and another American sailor : " on the shore are 
some cliffs of exceedingly white sand." Here ^ leveV 
corresponds completely to the Icelandic ^sUtty* 'low to the 
sea-ward^ to the short expression ^ d-scB-hratty and ^ white 
sandy cliffs* to the ^hvit-ir sand-ar* of the Northmen. 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Lower Canada, situate 
more in-land, which probably may be considered as all 
belonging to the Markland of the Northmen, are almost 
everywhere covered with immense forests. 

VINLAND was situate at the distance of two days' sail, 
consequently from fifty-four to sixty miles, in a south- 
westerly direction from Markland. The distance from 
Cape Sable to Cape Cod is stated in nautical works as 
being W. by S. about seventy leagues, that is, about two 
hundred miles. Biarne's description of the coast is very 
accurate, and in the island situate to the eastward, (be- 
tween which and the promontory that stretches to east- 
ward and northward Leif sailed) we recognize Nantucket. 
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The ancient Northmen found there many shallows {grunn- 
siffui mik-it ;) modern navigators make mention at the 
same place " of numerous reefs and other ahoals," and say 
" that the whole presents an aspect of drowned land." 

KIALARNES (from kiolr, a keel, and nes, a cape, most 
likely so named on account of its striking resemblance to 
the keel of a sliip, particularly of one of the long ships of 
(he ancient Northmen) must cons^equently be Cape Cod, 
the Nauset of the Indians, which modern geographers 
have sometimes likened to a Horn, and sometimes to a 
Sickle, or Scythe. The ancient Northmen found here 
trackless deserts, {or-mfi) aud long narrow beaches and 
sand-hills, or sands (strand-ir Idng-ar ok sand-ar) of a very 
peculiar appearance, on which account they called tliem 
FURDU-STRAND-IR {Wonder-strands, from /wrb-o, res 
miranda, and slrond, strand, beach.) Compare the descrip- 
tion given of this Cape by a modern author, Hitchcock : 
" The Dunes, or sand-hills, which are often nearly or <|uite 
barren of vegetation, aud of snowy whiteness, forcibly 
attract the attention on account of their peculiarity. As we 
approach the extremity of the Cape, the sand and barren- 
ness increase ; and in not a few places it would need only 
a party of Bedouin Arabs to cross the traveller's path, to 
make him feel that he was in the deptlis of an Arabian or 
Lybian desert." A remarkable natural phenomenon, 
which is observed there, has also most probably had a 
share in giving rise to that peculiar name. It is thus 
described by the same author: "In crossing the sands of 
the Cape, I noticed a singular mirage or deception, In 
Orleans, for instance, we seemed to be ascending at an 
angle of three or four degrees ; nor was 1 convinced that 
such was not the case, until turning about I perceived 
that a similar ascent appeared in the road just passed over, 
I shall not attempt to explain this optical deception ; but 
merely remark; that it is probably of the same kind as that 
observed by Humboldt on the Pampas of Venezuela : "all 
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around us, says he, the plains seemed to ascend towards 
the sky." Thus we observe that the appellation given by 
the ancient Northmen to the three strands, or tracts of 
coast, ^auset Beach, Chatham Beachy and Monomoy Beach^ 
is remarkably appropriate. 

The great CrtUf Stream, as it is called, which issues from 
the Gulf of Mexico, and runs between Florida, Cuba, 
and the Bahama Isles, and so northwards in a direction 
parallel to the eastern coast of North America, and* of 
which the channel, in ancient times, is said to have 
approached still nearer to the coast, occasions great cur- 
rents precisely at this place, inasmuch as the peninsula of 
Barnstaple offers opposition to the stream, as it comes 
from the southward. The STRAUM-FlORDR of the 
ancient Northmen is supposed to be Buzzard* s Bay; and 
STRAUM-EY, Martha^ s Vineyard ; although the accounts 
of the many eggs found there would seem more precisely 
to correspond to the island which lies off the entrance of 
Vineyard Sound, and which, to this day, is called Egg 
Island, 

KROSS-A-NES, is probably Grumet Point. It must have 
been somewhat to the northward of this, that Karlsefne 
landed, when he saw the mountain range, [The Blue 
Hills,) which he considered as forming part of the same 
range, that extends to the region, where we recognize the 
place named Hdp (i Hdp-e.) 

The word HOP, in Icelandic, may either denote a small 
recess, or bay, formed by a river from the interior, falling 
into an inlet from the sea, or the land bordering on such a 
bay. To this Mount Hope's Bay, or Mont Haup's Bay, 
as the Indians term it, corresponds, through which the 
Taunton River flows, and, by means of the very narrow, 
yet navigable, Pocasset River, meets the approaching 
water of the Ocean at its exit at Seaconnet. It was at 
this Hdpe that, Leifsbooths were situate ; it was above it, 
and therefore most probably on the beautiful elevation 
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called afterwards by the Indians, Mont Haup, that Thor- 
finn Karlaefne erected his dwelling-houses. 



II.— CLIMATE AND SOIL, 

Concerning the climate of the country, and the quality 
of the soil, and also concerning some of its productions, the 
ancient writings contain sundry illustrative remarks. The 
climate was so mild, that it appeared the cattle did not 
require winter fodder ; for there came no snow, and the 
grass was but slightly withered. Warden uses similar ex- 
pressions respecting this region : " La temperature est si 
douce que la vSgeiaHon souffre rarement du froid on de la 
sicheresae. On I'appelle le paradis de VJlmirique parce 
qu'elle I'emporte sur les autres lieux par sa situation, son 
sol et son climat,." " An excursion from Taunton to 
Newport, Rhode Island, down Taunton River and Mount 
Hope Bay, conducts the traveller among scenery of great 
beauty and loveliness," says Hitchcocli ; and when lie 
adds, " that the beautiful appearance of the country, and 
the interesting historical associations connected witli that 
region, conspire to keep the attention alive, and to gratify 
the taste," he will find that this last remark is applicable 
to times much more remote than he thought of, when he 
gave expression to the above sentiment. 

A country of such a nature might well deserve the 
appellation of " the good," which was the epithet the 
ancient Northmen bestowed on it ; especially as it yielded 
productions whereon they set a high value, and of which 
their colder native land was for the most part destitute 



HI.— PRODUCE AND NATURAL HISTORY, 
Fines grew there spontaneously ; a circumstance which 
Adam of Bremen — a foreign writer of the same (that is of 
ihe eleventh) century — mentions that he had learned, 
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not from conjecture, but from authentic accounts furnished 
by Danes. As his authority on this occasion, he cites the 
Danish king, Sveyn ^strithson, a nephew of Canute the 
Great. It is well know that vines still grow in that region 
in great abundance. 

Spontaneously growing whecU {ajdlf^sdn-ir Aveitt-afcrar.) 

At the subsequent arrival of the Europeans, Maize, or 
Indian corn, as it is called, was found growing here ; this 
the natives reaped without having sowed, and they pre- 
served it in holes in the earth, as it constituted one of their 
most valuable articles of food. Honeydew was found on 
the island which lies off it, as is also still the case. 

Mazer {mausury) a species of wood of remarkable beauty, 
probably a species of the Acer rubrum, or Acer saccha- 
rinum, which grows here, and which is called '^bird's 
eye," or "curled maple." Wood for building was also 
obtained here. 

•A great number of forest animals of all kinds. It is under- 
stood that the Indians chose this region in preference, for 
their abode, chiefly on account of the excellent hunting. 

At present the forests are for the most part cut down, 
and the animals have withdrawn to the interior and wood- 
land regions. From the natives the Northmen bought 
squirrel skins, and all kinds of peltries, which are still to 
be found in abundance in this district. 

Eyderducks and other birds were found in great numbers 
on the adjacent islands, as is also at present the case, 
on which account some of them have the name of Egg 
Islands. 

Every river was full of fishy among which are mentioned 
excellent salmon. On the coast was also caught a great 
quantity of fish. The Northmen dug ditches along the 
shore, within the high water-mark, and when the tide 
receded, they found halibuts in the ditches. On the coast 
they also caught whaleSy and among these the reihr (Ba- 
Isna physalus.) In the modem descriptions of this region 
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it is Btated, that " all the rivers are full of fish ;" and 
of the waters in that neighbourhood it is said, " il y a une 
grande abondance de poissons de presqiie toutes ies es- 
pfeces." Salmon may be mentioned as one of these. Not 
long ago, the whale fishery was, in that very region, an 
important branch of industry ; especially for the inhabi- 
tants of the adjacent islands. Very possibly the adjacent 
Wiiale Rock has its name from the same circumstances. 



IV.— ASTRONOMICAL EVIDENCE, 
Besides the nautical and geographical statcmenis, one 
of the most ancient writings has preserved an astronomical 
notice, where it was said, that here the days were of more 
equal length than in Iceland or Greenland; that, on the 
shortest day, the sun rose at half past seven o'clock, and 
set at half past four ; which makes the shortest day nine 
hours. This astronomical observation gives for the place, 
latitude 41° 24' 10". The latitude of Seaconnet Point, and 
of the southernmost promontory of the Island of Conanni- 
cut, is 41° 26' north; and that of Point Judith, 41° 23'. 
These three headlands form the entrance boundaries of 
the modern Mount Hope Bay, which the ancients, accord- 
ing to the analogy of their language, no doubt, called 
H(iPSVATN. We thus see that this statement corresponds 
exactly with the other data, and indicates precisely the 
same region. 
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DISCOVERIES OF MORE SOUTHERN 

REGIONS. 

The party sent by Thorwald Ericson in the year 1003, 
from Leifsbooths, to explore the southern coasts, employed 
from four to five months in the expedition ; they therefore 
most likely examined the coasts of Connecticut and New 
York, — ^probably also those of New Jersey, Delaware, and 
Maryland. The description of this range of coast is 
accurate. 



ARE MARSON'S SOJOURN IN GREAT 

IRELAND. 

In those times the Esquimaux inhabited more southerly 
regions than they do at present. This is both evident 
from the ancient accounts, and seems besides to gain cor- 
roboration from ancient skeletons which have been dug up 
in regions even more southerly than those in question; 
a circumstance which, however, merits a more accurate 
examination. In the neighbourhood of Vineland, opppsite 
the country inhabited by the Esquimaux, there dwelled, 
according to their reports, people who wore white dresses, 
and had poles borne before them, on which were fastened 
lappets, and who shouted with a loud voice. This coun- 
try was supposed to be HVITRA-MANN-A-LAND, as it 
was called {the Land of the White Men^) otherwise called 
IR-LAND IT MIKLA {Great Ireland,) being probably 
that part of the coast of North America which extends 
southwards from Chesapeak Bay, including North and 
South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. Among the Sba- 
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wanese Indians, who some years ago emigrated from 
Florida, and are now settled in Ohio, there ia preserved a 
tradition which seems of importance here ; viz, lliat Flo- 
rida was once inhabited by white people, who were in 
possession of iron implements. Judging from the ancient 
accounts, this must have been an Irish christian people, 
who, previous to the year 1000, were sellled in this 
region. The powerful chieftain. Are Mabson, of Rey- 
kianefi, in Iceland, was, in the year 903, driven thither by 
Btorma, and there received baptism. The first author of 
this account was his contemporary, Rafa, suriiamed tJie 
Li me rick -trader, he having long resided at Limerick, in 
Ireland. The illustrious Icelandic sage. Are Frode, the 
first compiler of the Landnama, who was himself a de- 
scendant in the fourth degree from Are Marson, stales on 
this subject, that his uncle, Thorkell Gellerson (whose 
testimony he on another occasion declares to be wurtliy of 
all credit) had been informed by Icelanders, who had 
their information from Thorfinn Sigurdson, Earl of Ork- 
ney, that Are had been recognized in,Hvitramannaland, 
and could not get away from thence, but was there held 
ill high respect. This statement therefore shows, that in 
those times there waa an occasional inlercourse between 
the western European countries {the Orkneys and Ire- 
land,) and thiM part of Aiii«ri(^a. 



VOYAGES OF BlORN ASBUANDSON, AND 
GUDLEIF GUDLAIJGSON. 

It must have been in this same country that liioRN 
Aa-BRANDSON, surnained BREin-viK-iNGA-KAPPi, spent the 
latter part of his life. He had been adopted into the cele- 
brated band of Jomsburg warriors, under Palnatokc, and 
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took part with them in the battle of Fyrisval, in Sweden. 
His illicit amatory connexion with Thurida of Frodo, in 
Iceland, a sister of the powerful Snorre Oode, drew upon 
him the enmity and persecution of the latter ; in coDse«- 
quence of which, he found himself obliged to quit the 
country for ever, and, in the year 999, he set sail from 
Hraunhofn, in Sniofelsnes, with a N. E. wind. Oudleif 
GuDLAUGsoN, brother of Thorfinn, the ancestor of the 
celebrated historian, Snorre Sturluson, had made a trad- 
ing voyage to Dublin ; but when he left that place again, 
with the intention of sailing round Ireland, and returning 
to Iceland, he met with long continued north-easterly 
winds, which drove him far out of his course to the south- 
west, and late in the season he, along with his company, 
at last made land ; the country was very extensive, but 
they knew not what country it was. On their landing, a 
crowd of the natives, amounting to several hundreds in 
number, came against them, overpowered, and bound 
them. They did not know any body in the crowd, but it 
seemed to them that their language resembled Irish. 
The natives now took counsel whether they should 
kill the strangers, or make slaves of them. While they 
were deliberating, a large company approached, dis- 
pla}dng a banner, close to which rode a man of distin- 
guished appearance, who was far advanced in years, and 
had gray hair. The matter under deliberation was 
referred to his decision. He was the aforesaid Biorn As- 
brandson. He caused Gudleif to be brought before him, 
and, addressing him in the Norse language, he asked him 
whence he came. As he replied that he was an Ice- 
lander, Biorn made many enquiries about his acquaintaace 
in Iceland, particularly about his beloved Thurida, of 
Frodo, and about her son Kiartan, supposed to be his own 
son, and who at that time was the proprietor of the estate 
of Frodo. In the meantime, the natives becoming im- 
patient, and demanding a decision, Biorn selected twelve 

D 
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of his company as counsellors ; he took them aside, and 
some time after, he went towards Gudteif and his com- 
panions, and told them that the natives had left the 
matter to his decision. He thereupon gave them their 
liberty, and advised them, although the summer was 
already far advanced, to depart immediately, because the 
natives were not to be depended on, and were difficult to 
deal with ; and, moreover, conceived that an infringement 
on their laws had been committed to their disadvantage. 
He gave them a gold ring for Thurida, and a sword for 
Kiartan, and told them to charge his friends and relations 
not to come over to him, as he was now become old, and 
might daily expect that old age would get the belter of 
him ; that the country was large, having but few har- 
bours, and that strangers must everywhere expect a hostile 
reception. They accordingly set sail again, and found 
their way back to Dublin, where they spent the winter ; 
but next summer they repaired to Iceland and delivered 
the presents; and all were convinced iliat it was really 
Biorn Aabrandson whom they had met with in that 
country. 



BISHOP ERIC'S VOYAGE TO VINELAND. 

It may be considered as certain that the intercourse be- 
tween Vine I and and Greenland was maintained for a con- 
siderable period after this, although the scanty notices 

ut Greenland contained in the ancient manuscripts 
furnish us with any satisfactory information on this 

Id. It is however recorded, that the Greenland bishop, 
Eric, impelled probably by a christian zeal either of con- 
verting the colonists, or of animating them to perseverance 
in the faith, went over to Vineland in the the year 1121. 
As we have no infoHoation of the result of his voyage, but 
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can merely gather from the above expression that he 
reached his destination, we must presume that he fixed his 
permanent residence in Vineland. His voyage, however, 
goes to corroborate the supposition of a lengthened inter^ 
course having been kept up between the countries. 



DISCOVERIES IN THE ARCTIC REGIONS 

OF AMERICA. 

The next event in chronological order, of which ac- 
counts have been preserved in ancient records, is a voyage 
t)f discovery in the Arctic regions of America, performed 
during the year 1266, under the auspices of some clergy- 
men of the bishopric of Garfear, in Greenland. The 
account of it is taken from a letter, addressed by a clergy- 
man of the name of Halldor, to another clergyman, named 
Arnold, formerly established in Greenland, but who had 
then become chaplain to the Norwegian king, Magnus 
LagabsBter. At that time all men of any consequence in 
Greenland possessed large vessels, built for the purpose 
of being dispatched northwards, in hunting and fishing 
expeditions. The northern regions which they visited 
were called Norbr-set-ur ; the chief stations were Greipar 
and Kr6ks-fiarb-ar-heibi. The first of these stations is 
supposed to have been situate immediately to the south- 
ward of Disco ; but that the ancient Northmen went much 
farther north on this coast may be inferred from a very 
remarkable runic stone, found in the year 1824, on the 
island of Kin-gik-t6r-soak, lying in the latitude of 72° 
55" N. The latter-mentioned station was to the north 
of the former. The object of the voyage is stated to have 
been, to explore regions lying more to the northward than 
those they had hitherto been accustomed to visit, con- 
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aecjuenlly lying farther north than KROKS-FIARD-AR- 
HEIDI, where they had their summer quarters (set-vr,) 
and wliich they were therefore regularly accualomed to 
visit. The following particulars arc mentioned relating 
to this voyage of discovery. They sailed out of Kroks- 
fiart-ar-heibi ; and, after that, encountered soutlierly 
winds, accompanied by thick weather, whicli obliged tlieui 
to let the sJiip go before the wind. On the weather clear- 
ing up, they saw many idands, and all kinds of prey, both 
seals and whales, and a great many bears. They pene- 
trated into the innermost part of the gulf, and had ice- 
bergs (glaciers) lying also to the southward as far aa the 
eye could reach. They observed Home vewilgcs indicating 
that the Skrellings had in fonner limes inhabited these 
regions, but they could not land on account of the bears. 
They then put about and sailed hack during three days ; 
and, now again, ihey found traces of the Skrellings having 
been on some islands lying to ihe southward of a moun- 
tain, by them called Sniofell. After this (on St. James's 
day) they proceeded southwards, a great day's rowing. 
It froze during the night in thopc regions, but the mm was 
above the horizon both night and day ; and when on the 
meridian, in the south, he was not higher than that when 
a man lay down across a six-oared hnal, stretched out to- 
wards the gunwale, the shadow formed by the side of the 
boat nearest the sun reached his face: but at midnight 
the sun was as high as when it was (highest) in t!ie norlh- 
west, in Ihe Greenland colony. Afterwards they sailed 
back again to their home at Gar^ar, Kr6ks-fiarb-ar-hei^L, 
as we have observed above, had been for some time previous 
regularly visited by the Greenlandcrs. The name shows 
that the firth was surrounded by barren highlands {keit-i;) 
and the description of the voyage nhows that it was a 
iirth of considerable extent, in and through which there 
was room for several days' sail. It is stated, for instance, 
that tliey sailed out of this firth or sound into another sea. 
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and into the innermost part of a gulf, and that their re- 
turning voyage occupied several days. As to the two 
observations mentioned as having been taken on St. 
James's day, the first of them leads to no certain result, 
as we have no sure means of ascertaining the depth of the 
boat, or rather the relative depth of the man's position, as 
he lay across the boat, in reference to the height of the 
side of the same, so as to enable us to deduce the angle 
formed by the upper edge of the boat's side and the man's 
face, which is the angle measuring the sun's altitude at 
noon on St. James's day, or the 25th of July. If we as- 
sume, as we may do with probability, that it was some- 
what less than 33°, and yet very near that measure, the 
place must have been situate near north latitude 75^. 
There seems no probability that it was a larger angle, and 
consequently that the place lay more to the southward. 
The result obtained from the other observation is however 
more satisfactory. In the thirteenth century, on the 25th 
of July, 

the Sun's declination was +17° 5i\ 
Inclination of the Ecliptic 23° 32:. 
If we now assume that the colony, and particularly the 
episcopal seat of Garfear, was situate on the north side of 
Igaliko Firth, where the ruins of a large church and of 
many other buildings indicate the site of a principal 
settlement of the ancient colony, consequently, in 60° 55^ 
north lat., then, at the summer solstice, the height of the 
sun there, when in the north-west, was = 3° 40^, equiva- 
lent to the midnight altitude of the sun on St. James's day 
in the parallel of 75° 46^, which falls a little to the [north 
of Barrow's Strait, being in the latitude of Wellington's 
Channel, or close to the northward of the same. The 
voyage of discovery undertaken by the Greenland clergy- 
men was therefore carried to regions, which, in our days, 
have been more accurately explored, and their geographi- 
cal position determined by Sir William Parry, Sir John 
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Ross and Capt. James Clark Ros?, and other British navi- 
g-ators, in the no lees daring and dangerous expeditions 

conducted by them. . 



NEWFOUNDLAND RE-DISCOVERED FROM 
ICELAND. 

The discovery next recorded was made by the Iceland 
clergymen Adalbrand and Thorwald Helgason, well 
Icnowii in the history of Iceland as having been involved 
in the disputes at that time prevailing between the Nor- 
wegian king, Eric Priesthater, and the clergy, and which 
in Iceland were chiefly headed by the governor, Rafa 
Oddson, and Arne Thorlakson, bishop of Skalholt. Ac- 
counts drawn up by contemporaries contain merely the 
brief notice, that in the year 1385 the above-mentioned 
clergymen discovered a new land to the westward of ice- 
land, (fundu nyj« land.) This land, to which by command 
of King Eric Priesthater a voyage was some years after- 
wards projected by Landa-Rolf, ia supposed to have been 
J^ewfoundland. 



A VOYAGE TO MARKLAND IN THE 
YEAR 1347. 

; last piece of information respecting America, which 
our ancient manuscripts have preserved, refers to a voyage 
in the year 1347, from Greenland to MARK-LAND, per- 
formed in a vessel having a crew of seventeen men, being 
probably undertaken for the purpose of bringing home 
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building-timber and other supplies from that country. 
On the voyage homeward from Markland, the ship was 
driven out of her course by storms, and arrived with loss of 
anchors at Straumfiord, in the west of Iceland. From the 
accounts — scanty as they are, of this voyage, written by a 
contemporary nine years after the event, it would appear, 
that the intercourse between Greenland and America 
proper had been kept up to so late a date as the year 
above mentioned ; for it is expressly said that the ship 
went to Markland, which is thus named as a country that 
in those days was still known and visited. 



After having perused the authentic documents them- 
selves, which are now accessible to all, every one will 
acknowledge the truth of the historical fact, that during 
the tenth and eleventh centuries, the ancient Northmen 
discovered and visited a great extent of the eastern coasts 
of North America ; and will besides be led to the convic- 
tion, that during the centuries immediately following, the 
intercourse never was entirely discontinued. The main fact 
is certain and indisputable. On the other hand, there are 
in these as in all other ancient writings, certain portions 
of the narrative which are obscure, and which subsequent 
disquisitions and new interpretations may serve to clear 
up. On this account it seems of importance that the 
original sources of information should be published in the 
ancient language, so that every one may have it in his 
power to consult them, and to form his own judgment as 
to the accuracy of the interpretations given. 

With regard to such traces of the residence and settle- 
ment of the ancient Northmen as, it is presumed, are still 
to.be met with in Massachusetts and Rhode Island (the 
countries which formed the destination of their earliest 
American expeditions,) we shall content ourselves for the 
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present with referring to the hints, which are contained in 
the "Ahtiquit AXES Amehicanj:," This matter will con- 
tinue lo form a Bubject for the accurate investigation of 
the Committee of the Royul Society of Northern Anti- 
quaries ON THE Ante-Columbian History of America; 
and the result of this investigation, together with such 
additional elucidations of the ancient manuscripts as we 
may have it in our power to furnish, shall be communi- 
cated in the Ankals and Memoirs of the Society. 



- ^\ - • 






SOGIETfi ROYALE 
DES ANTIQUAIRES DU NORD 
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SIUNCE ANNUELLE DU 26 JANVIER 1837. 



MJe Psksibrbit, M. WerlaaiF, Conseiller priv^ d*£tat, ouvre la 
stance par la lecture d'un ap^r^u general sur I'etat de la Society 
et sur see operations pendant Tannee 1836. 

Fiddle au but qu'elle s'est propose, la Society a dans Ic 
cours de Tannce demiire public les volumes suivants des anciens 
inanuscrits de la litt^rature du Mord: 

FORJSMANNA SOGUR, VOL. XII, 
OLDNORDISKE SA6AER, VOL. XII, 
SCRIPTA UISTORICA ISLANDORUM , VOL. VII. 
Les deux premiers volumes terminent le texte islandais ct la 
traduction danoise de la premiere s^rie des sagas historiques conte- 
nant les ^v^nements passes hors dlslande. Voici le contenu de 
ces volumes: 1^. Un aper^u de la chronologie, c'est-k-dire 
des ann^es du r^gne des rois de Norv^ge depuis Harald a la 
belle chevelnre jusqu'k Magnus Lagab«ter, et de celui des rois 
de Danemark depuis Gorm le Vieux jusqu'k Erik Glipping, avcc 
an tableau chronologique de tout Touvrage, depuis 851 jusqu'a 
1273. 2^. Un registre geographique , en r^sum^ avcc indication 
de la situation des lieux pour le texie original, et tres detailie 
avec des recherches geographiques pour la traduction danoise. 
Separement pour le texte original: 3^. Un registre analyticpic on 
table des mati^res. 4^. Une redaction en prose des po^mes 
ou des chants ^pars de toutes les sagas avec une interpretation. 
5^. Un vocabulaire des mots les phis inusites. Le dernier volume 
contient en version latine Thistoire des rois de Norvege depuis 
Magnus Barfod jusqn'a Magnus Eriingson (1093-1184). 



r 



S MOCI^Tlt HOYAI.E HF.S AXTIOUAIRES nu NORD. 

^ oii'i les ouvragefl den aticien.t iiianiiKcrits i[u'on vn publier 
sous pen : 
ANTIQCITATES A>IKHI(;ANJ:, onif SCRIPTORES SfiP^ 
TENTFIONALES RERUM ANTE -COLUMBIAN ARUM 
IN AftlERICA. 
GRONLANDS JIISTOKISKE MINDESiLERKER, 
Olotiuinenta liistoriqties tie GrocnltiTKl) . Vol. I-IJ. 
Rkchrrchrs ARCHt:oLOG[4rRs kk AtiKHiquK. II otait iieccsRairp, 
pour publier le premier de ces deux aiivrairoR, de ae mettre en 
rapport avec TAtncrique, afin d'eii obteiiir des eclaircissemeDts. 
On sVist dune adreese a la Societe histnrique de Rhode - Is- 
land a Prnvidenec , qui a foTm^ un comilc compoBe de MM. 
Jolin R, Bartlett, Albert G. Greene et Thomas H. Webb. Ce 
comitc a ete charge de fouroir toua leK rensei(;[iements (ju'ob de- 
mandcrait, et de repondre aux questions qui lui seraicnt propn- 
sees. A cet effet le comite a entrepria, par les soins de la Sncii^te, 
plusienrs voyages dans le MARNACHvaRTTs et le Rhodr-Irlami, 
aRa de se mettre a m^me de remplir sa tAche de la maiiiere lu 
plus satis fa is ante. Les rapports conteiius dans les anciens niann- 
ijcrits sur la nature <Ies pays visit^s par les noctens navigateurs, 
ont provoque des rechercbes sur la nature, le climat et les pro- 
duits des contrees correspoiidantes de I'Anierique, aliu d'etabllr 
entre elles un point de coinparaison. En repondant aux «pie»- 
tioQs qui lui avaieut i'te adressees, le coniile a fourni des renseigno 
ments detailles qui ont servi a eclaircirles recits des raanuscrits, et 
a prouver I'identitc des lieuj. Plusieurs ouvrages et cartes qnH 
nous a fait parvenir, ont encore aide a faciliter ces rechercbes. 
Le comite nous a en ini^nie temps fait connaltre d'anciens innnu- 
ments charges d'inscriptions qui sunt d'une conformite incontes- 
table avec ceux <pii dans I'Europe septentrionale datent du 
Rioyen age. La premiere excursion du comite avait pour but 
I'examen de Tinscnption rcniarquable du rocher d'AssoNET-NijCK 
dans la province de Bristol au Massachusetts , inscription qai 
semble avoir ete falte aa commencement du 11' siecle pour set- 
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vir de t^moiD de 1 occupation de la coutrcc par \es habitants du 
Nord. Mm Jolin R. Bartlett, Menibre du coiuite, a fait avec autant 
de soia que d*exactitude le deiisiii dcs inscriptions ct des ^m- 
blames du rocher, ct dessin^ I'aspect du rocher ui^mc sur les 
bords de la riviere do Taunton et de scs environs. M. le doc- 
teur Webb, qui etait charge de la redaction des rcponses a 
nos demandes et a qui sont dus les rapports et les descriptions 
continuees, a fait plus tard un voyage avec M. Bartlett k Hie 
de Rhode-Island, ou ils ont dessine et decrit trois pierres char- 
gees d'inscriptions sur la c6te occidentale de Tile dans le dis- 
.trict de Poetsmouth. Ue Ik ils sont partis pour Tivkrton, oik 
trois autres pierres a inscriptions ont ete cgaleniont dcssinees et 
dccrites. Ces differcnts rapports sont successivenient parvenus k 
la Societe avec des notices sur plusieurs autres pierres a in- 
scriptions qui ont etc dctruites dans les derniires annecs par les 
grands progres do Tagriculture. Tous les details ayant rapport 
a ce sujet sont consigncs dans Touvrage que nous annon<;ons. 

La mention du pays de V^inland (pays vignoble), faitc par 
Adam de Br&me^ autcur dtranger du ll^si^cle, scrt k confirmcr 
les relations islandaiscs sur les voyages de decouvcrtc en Anie- 
rique. Les ancioniies editions de Touvrage de cet autcur etant 
peu auth^dques, on s'est adresse k M. le docteur Pertz du Hanno- 
vre, qui a pris part a uiie nouvelle edition d'Adani de Brdnie des- 
tinee k fairo partic du grand ouvrage qu'on public sous le litre de 
Moniimenta Gerniania: bistorica. M. Pertz nous a fait parvenir des 
variantes surtout d*apr^s un nianuscrit sur parcheniin de Touvrage 
d*Adam appartenant a la biblioth^que de la cour a Vicnne et col- 
lationne par lui pendant sou sejour dans cette ville. Aiin d'obto- 
nir encore plus de garantie, on s'est ensuite adresse k M. le conife 
de Dietrichstein, chef de la bibliotli^quo, pour se procurer un facsi- 
mile du chapltre qui traite de Vinland dans cet excellent codex 
de parchemin, facsimile qu'il a fait faire par M. F. de Hartsch 
et qull a envoyc ensuite k la 8ocictc. 
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Orderinit Vitalis, autre ecrivain ^traiigi^r tlu I'i* si^cle. 
mpiilictnne encore le pays de Vinland, mais snuR un nom un pen 
altere; on a juge necessaire de faire collalionner ce passage 
Anna Irs ineilleurfl mamiRcrifs de son livre qne Ton ait pu Irouver 
pn France M Dezo/ de la Roqnefte, i\\\i se trouvait alors a Paris, 
a Inen muiIti nb (.hanger de ce travail. Les Aatiqiiiles AinerU 
ratnra rendcnt cunipte du resultat de Texampn qu'il a fait dans Ie« 
inanuocnfH que posiede la Bibliotheqne Koyalc de Paria. On y 
Irouie eniore des rentieigncmenls 8ur un mannsrrit autographe 
de I'Histoire eccl^siastiqiie d'Ordenri depose a la biblioth^qne 
d'Alcn^nn, et sur quelqucs copies ninnnsrriles gardees A Rouen 
dont on doit la cnnniiimNance h M. Angus te te Prevost qui a tant 
fait pour )'archeolo§;ie de la \onnandie. 

Rrchrrckrs AsrHi^OLOtiiQrBs au Grokvland. IjC second 
ouvrage annonce rendra nn ronipte e:iact du resultat de ces re- 
cherches. L'aiinee derniere M. Mathiesen, nncien inepecteur de la 
colonie de Julianehaab, prescnta deux propositions d'apres un 
plaii plus ou inoins ctendu, pour faire entreprendre des re- 
chercheK et dea fouilles dans la mine d'une eglise trouvee sur la 
branche septentrionale du golfe d'Ie»i,iKo, et dans le cimetitTe 
y attenant. Jua Societe resnlut de faire cnmniencer uue telle px- 
ptoration des lieuK, et M. JJirgeneen, missinnnaire de. Juliane- 
Itanb, fut charge de ccs recberchps. Des ressources iitterai- 
res et plusieurs instruineufs ot objefs indispensatdes aux fouU- 
les fnrent envoyes fe M. JSrgeneen par le premier navire qui 
au prinfomps fit voile pour Julianehaab. Nous avons appris 
ijue toiiB les envois lui sont blew parvenus. Les recherches ont 
probablement ete faites I'automne dernier nu le seront au prin- 
leinps, de sorte que la nouvelle du resultat ne puutra nous par- 
venir que par les prochains navires qui arriveront ici en aiitonine. 
Plusieurs nipports et mcniuires ont pendant I'annee revoltie 
efe adresses ^ la Socii^te par des employes et des hoinnies de 
Ictfrcs efablis ou voyagearit au Gruenland. En voici les plus 
iniportanls; I. .M. JGrgeitBcn, misfeiunoairc, nous a adreetie des doIw 
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additionnelles k la deacription des ruines de Kakortok. II y 
avalt joint le plan dea lieux, par lequel on aura une id^e plua 
esacte de T^tendue et du nombre de cea mlnea ai remarquablea. 
3. M. J5rgenaen a enroy^ en m^me tempa quatre morceaux de po- 
tin tria ^als, provenant, k en juger par la forme, d*une cloche 
tr^a grande qni a ^U bria^e; enauite un morceau de galet qui 
paralt ^e le fragment d'un b^nitier. 3. II noua a donne encore 
connaiaaance dea rapporta dea indiginea aur deux pierrea char- 
gdea de ninea qu1l tAchera de ddcouvrlr. 4. M. Vahl, bota- 
niate, a fait part k la Socidtd d*une deacrlption dea ruinea altu- 
^a k MoumeoAK au Groeuland aeptentrional, qu*on a cni dtre 
une trape aux oura. 5. Pluaieura antiquitda curieusea dea 
Eaquimaux ont ite envoydea k la Society par MM. Fasting, 
major, k Godhavn, I. Vahl, botaniate Toyageur, Punch et Flei- 
acher d'Umanak, et O. V. Kielaen de Fiakerneaa. 

Soua la date du 13 C^vrier S. M. lb Roi a fait parveiiir k 
la Society la auite dea copiea faitea par M. Voigt, profeaaeur k 
Koenigaberg, dea documents sur VhUtoire du Nwdy que poa- 
a^dent lea archivea aecr^tea de cette ville. 

Le Gomitd pour lea recherchea archeologiquea a prdaonte un 
rapport aur Taccroiaaenient du Muskb dbs AaTi(|UiT^g du Norb 
pendant Tann^ dcoulde. DRprea ce rapport le rouade a dte en- 
richi de 314 numdroa. Lea deux articlea qui oflTrent le plua dln- 
ter^t aont: 

Une MOMiB BK FBRHR trouvec dana une tourbiirc pr^a de 
Haraldakjsr en Jytland. Elle dtait enfoncde dana la vaae, et 
attacheo k un poteau k Faide de tenona et de crocbeta. En 
exaniinant lea differentea eap^cea de r^tementa qu*elle portait, 
et en la comparant k d*autrea trouv^a dana le Nord, en Alle- 
niagne et en Irland, le Comity rapporte cette moniie, avcc un 
grand degrd de probability, aux derniera tempa du paganiame, et 
AI. IN.-M. Petersen a t4che de prouver, par un traite hiatorique, que 
r'cat le corpa de Gtmhilda, reine de Norvdge, que le roi Harald 
Blaatand engagea aoua promeaae de mariage k venir en Dane- 
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mnrk, ou il la lit tucr vers lu liii tie Tail U(i'>. M. II. Kkvnkr, 
l'rur('6:icur a I'uuivertiUe ile Olirietiauia , a fait la ileecrijitiun ties 
ileiix cDllectioDS il'tibjelii d'aiitiquite qu'un a decouverts ilaiis la 
pruviiK-e tie Uiiigeiitje eu ^I'oivege, ct qui provieoDent du ragine 
temps. Lea pUicce de vi'leiuoiit de con deux collections sont 
dune parfaite simililude. 

Nun luin de Fredcrik«l>ourg eu Selaade des pay»ans oat 
irout e, eu lahouraiit im champ, lea priudiialcs parties dun collier 
tres ciirieux en or, cuni}iuse de 12 bracliiates jjarnies d'agrafTes. 
Ou y volt dea ligurcs qui repreeeuteiit uu ipiadrupcde coniu et 
baibu, eurnionte d'utic (etc, et sur (]uclquet>-iiiic;; il y a encore 
un oiueati ct un sigpie dit de Tliur. . ^ 

?taus nonimeroiis ici les luenioires et les dissedulions Iiiato» 
riques et arch col ogiqucs que la Socicte a re<;us pendant 1'iinnee i»as< 
see, et qui sont destines a prendre place dans les premieres livraUona 
(les Annates et Metiioires de lu Socicte: Kemarques de Finn Mag- 
nusen sur une bouele avec deux inscriptions de runes, qu'on a 
trouvee jirea de Lariji en Ecosse, et que Ton croit avoir appa[> 
tenu k Malfried, qui ctait d'ahord reiiic de !Nurvege et cnsuite 
de Daneiuark. — Description <]e la partie orieutale de la luuraille 
dite de Dmievirke en ISleswick, par le docteur Manic us. — Traite 
sur I'ancien usage des Hullundais et des Scandinavct deniployer 
des OS de bueuf en guise de patins jiar C.-T. Fallte et Finn 
Magnusen. — Sur un instrument e» bronze trouve en Irlande. — 
Sur une fibule avec une inscription eii runes aiiglovaxrnmet, 
trouvee pr^s de Hinilingocie en Selande, par Ic Coniite pour lea 
recherches archeologiques. — Description accompagnec d'estampes 
d'urmcs ct d'inslntmcnta en pierrti employes par les lniUen» 
avec des urnes et des vases qu'on a truuves dans les Etats 
Unis de l' ^Imeritjuo du Nord, par John K. Bartlelt. 

M. i'. W. Becker dunne lecture d'un aper^u sur plusieurs 
documents qui out rapport n I'hiatoire de Daiiemark et dont les 
archives de la Suide sont depositaires. — M. John M'Caul pre- 
sents uiic traduction unglaise des liistoires d'Kiik le Uuugc et 
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des Groeiilandaisy ct une autre de la Saga de Tliorfin Karlsefne* 
— M. L. Keypcr coiniimiiiqiie una traduction d'un traitc sur lea 
Sagas et leur rapport k Thifltoire de la Russie, produit par M. 
Seokovski, dans la Bibliotli^que de Lectures Russcs. Lc mdme 
Meiubre fait part d'une traduction des observations publieesdans 
la Biblioth^que luentioniicc par le nicme auteur sur sa traduction 
russe de la Saga d'Eyniund. — M. Sabinin, Prevdt de la lega- 
tion de Russie h Copenhague, coramunitpie la traduction d'un 
inenioire sur Forigine danoise de Rurik, premier Prince Regnant 
de la Russie, ^crit par M. le Professeur Kruse , d'aprcs des an* 
nales franques et allemandos, et insert dans le Journal du mi- 
uist^re de Tinstruction de la Russie. — M. Pogodin , Professeur 
a Moscou, avait fait part k la Socie<e de dessiiis de plusieurs 
inscriptions et figures, taillccs sur des pierres trouv^es en Russie 
pr^s de Twer. 

La Socicte a pendant Tannce derni^re re^u plusieurs ou- 
vrages appartenant surtout k Tetude de Vancienne hUtoire et 
dcM antiquites. Ces ouvrages lui ont 6te adressiSs par I'Acad^- 
niie Inip^riale des sciences de St Petersbourg, TAcademie Roy- 
ale des sciences de Lisbonue, la Society littcraire de Fiouie, 
la Socicte historiciue de Rhode-Island en Am^rique, la Society 
asiatique de Calcutta en Bengale, par les Soci^tes pour Tetude 
des antiquites et dc Thistoire de Paris, de Londres, d'Edin- 
bourg (The lona Club), de Kiel, de Schwerin, de Stettin, de 
Halle,, de Minden, de Rottweil, de Franeker; ensuite par les sa- 
vants et homnies de lettres suivauts: Adamson de Newcastle, 
Brunius de Lund, Buddingh de la Haye, Drcjer de Copenhague, 
Eichhoff de Paris, Endlicher de Vienne, Erdmann de Kasan, 
Falck de Kiel, Harris de Worchester en Massachusetts, Hcttenia 
de Leuwarden, Janssen de Leyde, von Klot de Riga, von Knor- 
ring de Finstroem dans Tile d'Aland, Kopitar de Vienne, Lager- 
wall de Finlaude, Leemans de Leyde, Malinovsky de Moskou, 
Morgenstcrn de Dorjmt, Napiersky de Riga, Neumann de Ber- 
gen, Pelting de Franeker, Politi de Girgenti en Sicile, Rey dc 
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Paris, Schniiilt ile Sonderliourg, Schroedcr d'Cpsale, [e Marquis 
8«rra He G^nex, Wollmarin de Stettin. 

Les RevirtciiM clus {lom I'aii IS^W, MM. W. Calhah et A. 
NirlHen. ont revu et sign^ te romjite des rcrettes rt (le[ieaseB 
de Taniiee ^coiitee, rendu par le Tresnrier M. J.-F, Maguus. 



Dans la neaiice dii inoia d'octobrc M. Finn MagtiuKen, Vice- 
President, ]irunonce iin difiooMrs en ineinnire de feu M. Schl^el, 
CmiHciller piive d'f'itat et Profes^eiir iii droit a I'liniversife. It 
moiifre conibien les sciences et la Sneiete ont perdu par la mort 
de cet humme si generaienient aimc, i]tii depuis le 12 fevrier 1831 
avail ^t* rcv^tu de la [iresidence dc la Societe, fum-lion dont il 
e'aci|uitta avec iin sete qui lui nierile Testinic ct la reconnaiu- 
sance des eniis de la science. 

Cnnronnenient anx statiils ile la Modetc on {irocede dans la 
m^nie seance au eliiux du Prksidk^t pmir les -t annees sul- 
vanfps, et I'on elit M. Werlauff. ConHcillet priie d'Ktnt, Presi- 
dent (ic runiversite et Directeur do la liililiofli^qne royale. 

On elit ensnite les autres fnnctionnaires de la Societe pom 
les 3 annees 1837, 1838 ct 1S3U. A la majorite des voix on 
unnimc: VlCK-PH^';BlnK^T M. Finn Magnusen; Skcbktaibe M. 
C.-C. Rain; Taf^iNoaiKR M. J.-F. Magnus. 
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D0N8 ET C0TISATI0N8 PEMDA^IT L'ANNI^E 1835. 

8. M. VUEDERIG YI , Roi *de Danemark 300 

AcKKKMARif (W.-A.)^ Professeur et BiMiotliiSraire k LaWck • . . 100 

AvAMsoK (John), Esq., 8ec. 4e la 8oe. 4es ABt. a NeweaBtle apon Tyae 50 

A90BBBABR (BaroM 8ehoalti d'), Bfinistre pl^aipotentiaire de Pniiwe 50 

ATBAKAtius (8. lim.), Arehev^ae de Tobolsk et de 8iMrie ... 63 

Babatatbff (Prinee Michel), Conseiller d'etat, i SiaiMrsk ... 54 

Babk»w f A.-F.), Proftsseur k rUaiversittf de Greifltwalde .... 50 

Bbcbbb (R. tob). Professeur k rUniversite de Helsinf^fors .... 50 

BsniASi (8ir WifliaiB), Ulster Kinp of Arms, k DuUia 50 

Boswbkth (the Rev. Joseph), F.8.A., k Rotterdam 50 

Bbtfibld (Beriah), Esq., k Norton Hal! en Northamptonshire. . . 200 

Caffoni (Marqais Qiao), M. nSs. de TAc. de la C^sca k Floreace 50 

CiiBASBT (Richard), Esq., Loadoa 50 

Cbokbb (Thomas Crofton), Esq. , F. 8. A., M. R. I. A. k Dahlin . . 50 

DAWsoif (Heari Richard), Dean of 8t. Patrick's Cathedra], DuUia . 50 

Fkbtmabk (8. £m.), f^yfque et Surint. ^n. do Grand-DachiS dePosen 89 

Fbitsch (BaroB G.-6. de), Mlaistre d'i^Ut actoel, k Weimar . . 50 

HAMMBB-PuaasTALL (BaroB J. de), Conseiller de Cour, k Vienne . 55 

HoiiM (A.-J.), See. an Cons. R. de Tile de 8t. Thomas en Amrfrique . 50 

HoBKBBOB (H.-B.), Doet.-mf^decia, k me de 8t. Croix en Amdrique 50 

HowABB (Henri), Esq., F. 8. A., k Corby Castle en Camherland 50 

KcciLMAiiFr (C.-N.), Proftsseor k rUniyersitd de Helsin^fors ... 50 

KiBLLBBUF (A.-A.), Migor, k I'lle de 8t. Thomas en Amdrique . . 50 

KmusBiteTRBif (J. de), Amiral, k 8t. Pdtershouri^ 50 

liAGHMAifif (C), Professear k TUniversitd de Berlin 50 

I^iNBRirAu (Baron de), Miaistre privd d'iStat k Dresde 5t 

liiNsiif (J.-6.), Professevr k rUaiversitd de Helsiai^ors .... 50 

liONifBOT (E.), Doctear ea mddeeine, k Ki^ana en l^lalande . . . 5Q 

MsiRHOftB (6«illaBme)y Pastear de Cmmmia k Usedom .... 50 

BfBifGBiKOFr, (Priaee Alex.), Amiral, GouTemeor de Finlande . . 150 

OsifOBi»CMiif (D.), Cons., k Mourom dans le Godv. de Vladimir 6S 

PbilabAtb (8. E.), M. de la s. 8., Mdtrop. de Moscou et de Kolomna 50 

PbiliiIps (Gcori^), Professeur k TUniversite de Munich .... 52 

PiFPina (C.-F.-W.), Professeur h rUniversitd de Helsin^ors . . 50 

Raasloff (Harald Ivar Andrd), Homme de lettres 50 

Hb?irk!«basifff (G. de). Cons, supdr. de Dir., k Helmet en Livonie 50 

8ABiNiif (litienne), Prdvdt de la LdfcatioB Imp. russe k Copeaha^e 50 

ScBLBBBL (A. G. de), Professeur a TUaiversitd de Boaa .... 50 

ScniTRBRT (F. .H. de). Lieutenant- ^ndral , k 8t. Pctersbourf^ . . lOO 

Sbbafbin (8. E.), M. de la s. 8., Metrop. de Novg. et de 8t. Pdtersbour; 50 

8H1TH (Richard B.), Esq., F.8.A., M.R.8.L., k Liverpool .... 50 

SoTHMABTi (M.-N.), Pasteur de Mildstedt dans le Dachd de 8IesTi|^ 50 

8tknbbsb:v(A.-C.-A.), Assesseur, k Tile de 8t. Thomas en Amdrique 50 

TBNG«TBr>si (J.-J.), Professeur k rUniversitd de Helsingrfors ... 50 

Tbigoxo (F. M. d'Arapio Morato), V. P. de la Ch. des Pairs kLiskonne 50 

TscMBBTKOFF (A.), ColoncI, M. de la8oc. de THist. russe k Moscou 53 

VAif-HBVSBB (Ph.-G.), Professear k rUBiversitd d'Utreeht ... 52 

War.\hceni« (L.-A.), Professeur k la Faeulte de Droit k Gand 52 

Wb«t (William), Esq., Docteur en mddeeine, k Dublin 5^ 
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D0N8 ET COTISATIOKS PEyDXST L'AN^l^E 1896. 

, Rds. 

8. M. FBED£RIC VI, Roi de Danemark ' 900 

tf. A. R. M^r. GUILLAUME , Prince d'Oran^e 100 

Abzybychkv C^*)} Homme de lettres, k Zywilsk dana le Goo v. de Kaiaa 50 

Bkrzelius (Baron J.}, Prof, et 8ee. de TAc. des so. k Stockholm • 90 

BrOnostkd (P. 0.) , Professear k rUniversittf de Gopenhapie • • • 100 

CoRsiidi (Prince Don Neri}, Ministre de Tlntf^rieur, k Florence . . 53 

Cyrillus (S. £.), Arch^T^qae de Podolie et de Br^slaa 55 

Dezoz dk la Roqurttk (J. B. M. A.}, Consal de France, k Christiaaia 50 

DouDfiAuviLLK (O. Uo6 dc}, Pr^B. dc la Soe. de i^ta,U nniv. de Paris 58 

Elphinstone (Hon. Mount-fi$tuart), a Londres 100 

Hall (R.) , Amiral et Goaverneor d'Arckan|^l . • ^ 58 

Hansen (P.)*, Cons, de la R^gence, k Tranqaekar aux Indcs Orientales 50 

Haxthausen (Baron Werner}, It Boekendorph en Vestphalie ... 50 

HArd (Charles'), Migor-s^n^ral , a Upsala 50 

Ingram (James), Pr^s. de Trinity College de rUniversitd d*Oxford . 100 

KiRiAKOW (M.}, Homme de lettres, k Odessa lOB 

Ijagerhrim (Baron E.}, Ministre pl^nip. de SSuede k Copenhagoe . • 76 

liANG (HuglO de St. Croix, k Greenock en Kcosse 100 

liEWScniNfi (Alexis}, G^averneur civil d'Odessa 50 

Ijignell (a.} Prdvdt, k Kila en Vcrmeland 50 

Longfellow (H. W.} , Prof, k TUn. de Cambridge en Massachasetts 52 

Lowell (Ch.}, 8ccr. de la Soc. historique de Massachasetts ... 00 

IiUTK^ (Fnkl^ric}, Amiral, k SU P^tersboarg 5S 

Malinovsky (a.}. Gen., Pres. de la 8oc. de I'hist. russe k Moscoa . 52 

MoLTKE (Comte C. E. de}, Conseiller privd, k Aagaard en S^lande 100 

MouRiER (C. £.}, Gouvemeur, a Tranqaebar aox Indes Orientales • 50 

QvALEN (H. B. von}, k Damp en Milcswick 50 

Bantzau (Comte H. C. W.} k Hohenhain en S^leswick 50 

RoHDE (L.J.}, Coromandear-Capitaine, k ISit. Thomas en.Am^riqae • 50 

8ant-Angelo (^'icolo}, Ministre de I'lnt^rieur, a Naples .... 53 
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Rds. 8. 

Reliqaat du rompte de 1835 315 75 

Don annnel du Protecteor de la Society . . . 300 - 

Dons et cotisations des Membres (vide tupraj 2346 - ) 5281 7 

Soiiscriptions annoelles 1566 78 

Int^r^ts du Ainds placiS 752 46 



Appliqud k Tauj^mentation du funds 2354 54 

D^penses ordinaires 2702 80 \ 5281 7 

Bestant en caisse, le 31 ddoembre 1836 ... 223 65 
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Bbxlby (Mcolas Lord), F.R.L., F.S.A.y y.P.R.8.L., k Londres . 200 

Billb-Brahb (Comte Preben) de Brahesminde ea Fionie 100 

Blome (Baron A, de), Ministre pl^nip. de Danemark, a Londros • 100 

Blomb (Comte O.), Min. plt^nip. de Panemark, k St. Peteraboarp • 170 

Bloudoff (Dimitrij), Ministre de Tlntf^rieur, k St. PiStersbour; • • 100 

BoTPiBLD (Beriah), E»q.y k Norton-Hall en Northamptonshire . . . 200 

Brockdorfp (Baron C.-L.), Curatear de TUniversiti^ de Kiel . . . 100 

BrUbdstkd (P. O.), Cons. pr. d'etat et Prof, k I'Un. de Copenhapie 100 

Chacdoir (Baron Stan, de), Curat, des Keoles du Pistrict de KioflT • 100 

Cooper (Charles Purton), Esq., LL. P., k Londres 100 

Daschkofp (P. de), Ministre de la Justice, k St. Prtersbour^ . • . 100 

DiBTRiGHATBUv (Comto M.) , Pr^fot de la Bibl. Impc^r., k Vienne . . 100 

PoififBR (C.-H.), Conseiller d'etat 250 

Elphimstotvr (Hon. Mount-Stuart), a Londres 100 

EuGiifE (S. £*m.), M. de la s. S., Mi^tropolitain de KiofT ct de Halicz 100 

Frbymark (T. p.), ^v^quc et Surint. gdn. des (<jclises de Posrn . . 100 
Galitziv (Prince Serge), Cur. des Creoles du Pistrict de Moseou . .210 

Gurnry' (Hudson), Esq., F. R. S., V. P. S. A. de Londres .... 100 

Hall (Roman) Amiral, Gouverneur d*Arckange1 100 

Horsburgh (J0> Hydrops, de la Comp. des Indes Or., k Londres . 150 

Ingram (James), Prds. de Trinity ColI(<ice de TUniversIti^ d'Oxford . 100 

KiRiAKOw (Michel), Homme de letlres, It Odessa 120 

Klbwiz (W.-A. de), Ministre d'Ktat de Prusse, a Berlin .... 120 

KoLD (Pierre), Commissionnaire de la Cour de reconciliation . . . 600 

Lamb (William), Esq., a Tile de St. Thomas en Amf^rique . . . 160 
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Lanh CHa^h), M.n., it Rrcenork rn KeoNRe U» 

Lkkciik9ii>eld (Baron de), Min. i'tut et des Finances, a Munich . 100 

T.owRLL (Cliarlett), D.D. , 9»cr. dc In (ioir. Iiiot. de MaKtarhufirtts . 100 

MKCHLRHnovRC-STHHMTi (8. A. H. Gcorge) Ic Grand Due de . . . 18ft 

MEKCHiiiOFr (PnuK Alei.), Amiral, Gouvrrneur de H-inlande ... 150 

MoLAHDF.H (J^an), I^v?i|ue de Boreo en Klnlande 100 

MoLTKB (Comte A.-W.), Mlnlstre priv^ d'tlat 100 

MoiTKE (Comte C. E.), Conee'itler privii, i Aagaard en S^lande . 100 

MClbrti (A.-FO, Becleur dn Coll^Be de Horsens 100 

MikissAr (». A. 8. Guillaume) le Due de 300 

NAVARRiTi (Don Fern, de], P. de I'Ac. R. de Vhivt. d'Esp., a Madrid 100 

OvvAnoTT (Serge), Min. de i'lnstr. publiqae, a 8t. PelcrEhouri; . . 100 

Orange (IS, A. B. Guiilaume), Prmee d' 100 

Pbt[t (LuuiB Hayes], Exq-, F.R. «., F. S.A. dc Londrce .... 300 

ScHMioT (P.-C'O, Srfnnlcur, a Tanningtn rn Nle.iniek 200 

ticuuBKKT (F. H. dc], Lipplenanl-s^ndral, k St. Pt^ler^bours ... 100 

eiTiFVT(BaroBA.J.de], Mdd. ord. de I'Empcrenr Frantoia 1, li Vieane 100 

StrOvbbrg (C], Cansellier dc Cliancellerie 600 

Tham<ie« (H-I>-]< ConKciUcr d'Etat aetuel, a Stuitgard 2020 

Van-Dbihs (J.-F.], C'ommissBire-g^n^ral de pnerre 100 

Vargas (J.), M.D. , Pr^s. de la Bdp. VcncKUpla en AmririiiHe . . 100 

WERKMESTEn (M.], Hnmme de lellrcs 100 

Un Homme d'Flat de BuBsie a 1:^1. P^lcrsbourg 100 

Fonda sous la denomination de „GiloENi.A]vn" 600 

Fands soua la denomination de „8tava>ceii" 200 

Autre ausmentation du fondn permanent 0390 

Total du TondH permanent, le 31 dcccnilire 1S36, RdM. en argent 2160(1 

LeK HeriKeurK nnt d^clari! par errit qn'iU avaient examine Its bouK 
royaui: qui conslitupntlc fondj-pcrmanent de la Social*; sVlevant ii la eommc 
totale de 21600 rixdalcK, pt '(ii'ilR Ich avaienl trnoTt^g revMns den signatures 
dcKMcmlirrndcl'AdniiniElraliDii et inserits ear les livres de la Caisiie Rojale, 

comntr formant te r.-ipilal inalk'nable de la aioriritfi. 
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JmLEXANDKR YON HuMBOLOT, who of all modem traTellers has thrown 
the g^reatest light on the physical circumstanees, first discovery, and ear- 
liest history of America, has admitted that the Scandinavian ^Northmen 
were the true original discoverers of the New World ; a fact which seve- 
ral later writers of eminence have nevertheless either flatly denied, or 
called in question. The above mentioned great inquirer has however 
remarked that the information which the Public as yet possesses of that 
remarkable epoch in the middle ages is extremely scanty, and he has 
expressed a wish that the Northern Literati would collect and publish all 
the accour' relating to that subject. The Royal Society of Northern Anti- 
quaries considers it a matter of duty to comply with this wish, embracing 
a threefold purpose: that of illustrating ancient geography and history 5 that 
of perpetuating the memory of our forefathers, and lastly that of everlas- 
tingly securing to them that honorable station in the history of the World, of 
Science, of Navigation, and of Commerce, to which they are justly entitled. 
This has appeared to the Society to be so much the more necessary, since 
the latest researches have rendered it in a high degree probable, that the 
knowledge of the previous Scandinavian discovery of America, preserved 
in Iceland, and communicated to Columbus when he visited that island in 
1477, operated as one, and doubtless as one of the most powerful of the 
causes which inspired the mind of that great man (whose glory cannot in any 
degree be impaired by the prior achievement) with that admirable zeal, which 
bidding defiance to every difficulty enabled him to effect the new discovery 
of the New World under circumstances that necessarily led to its imme- 
diate, uninterrupted, and constantly Increasing colonization and occupation 
by the energetic and intelligent races of Europe. For this his memory 
will be imperishable among the nations of the earth. Yet still we Northmen 
ought not to forget his meritorious predecessors, our own forefathers, who 
in their way' had difficulties to contend with not less forniidnblc, since 
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willinul knoiTti'i<se uT llic propfKius of the magnet, tvilhonl ai<l a( com- 
pkse, charU, or ualliematical science properly eo oklleil, tliey dared lo 
n*.vif;ale thn gnmt Orcnn, and iKdb hf iegrets discovered and partly co- 
Iflniicd Ifrlnnri In llic ninth rcntury, Orernland in llii tenth, and Kiibse- 
i]uen(ly ^cvrrul of Ihc Islands and CuasU at Amer](<a dnrinj; the latter 
part of the tenth and bcEinnins or the eleventli ecntyry. 

U Is the last at these epochs — very remarkalile in the history of 
the world, yet not vunlricntly known — that rorms the sal^tet of the 
ivurk now announced. Nu acparate work hak hitherto beM devoted to 
this subject, ir wc except the Vinlandla of TorrwuH. published in ITOS, 
and nnw extremely ticarce. That work however does not eonlun any 
rolleolion of the original stntcmcniii on whieh the inTcstigation must be 
based, and soeh areounts as it does comuinnicalc are bnt few and laeom- 
plcte. This eolleclian therefore now makes its appearance for the first 
time as cumpteic as possible, eompilcd from the numerous and valuable 
MKS now pitant, and areompanlcd by a Danish and also a complete 
Latin trahtlathn; and by prrfbtnry remarks, arehiealogieil and seo^ra- 
phicnl disqniNllionB, and other critical apparatus also in Latin. Of ita 
runlcnts wf ran here merely give ■ brief sketch, mentioning only the prin- 
ripal Kcctions. Among these may be named, first the historical aceonnta 
of Erik the Hed, and the On'enlnnders, extracted — and now for the first 
lime accurately pablished — from the celebrated Cudex FlMcj'enais, partU 
rularty concerning BiinHK UKniuLFSON's and Leif Esicsok's first discovery 
of the American Islanita and Coasts, and the several voyages thither, per- 
furmcd by Lcirs biothere and sister. Next thefJiBca of Thortfmii Thohd- 
soN Bumamcd Kaiilsktkk, descended fhom Irish, S^coltish, ^'omegian, Swe- 
dish and Danish Ancestors, chiefly taken from two ancient MSS never 
before edited, and in fart not previously known to the Literati, the one of 
whieh is supposed tu be partly d genuine autoirraph oT the celebrated 
HauX Erlendson, Lawman of Iceland, wHIkiioivnas a compiler of one of the 
Hecensions of the Iiandnama-book. This very remarkable Sasa conlaina 
detailed arcotints of Tharfinn Karlsefne's and his company's three years 
voyages and residence in America, whereby an entirely new light is dilfn- 
sed over this subject hitherto so little known. The only knowled^ that 
Torfeens had of this »*s^, which he imagined lo be lost, was derived from 
Bome corrupted extracts of it contained in the eotleetion of materials for 
the hislnrv of ancient Greenland left by the Iceland Farmer Billrn John- 
son of Nkardso. It is now for the first time submitted to the literary 
world in a complete form. The work here announced moreover contains 
ev^ry thing else that Ihn Kncicty has been able to eolleot and dlsroi'cr 
relating to thai knowledge of the Kew World whieh our forefathers obtained 
from the carlj' dii^eaverles and researches of the Northmen. Among these 
we may mcnlion, I. Adam ofDremen's accounts of Vl^KLi^n (in Amrrica^t 
written in the elcvenlh century, being in fact communicated to him by the 
Danish King »iweyn EslrtthBon, and compiled fr«ta authentic accounts fur- 
nished tu hitn by Danes, and now for the first time published from the 
ciecIlrntClndex in the Imperial Library at Vienna, of which a Facsimile has 
keen transmitted to the Society by the Chief of the Library-, Count Dict- 
rlchslein. 2. Are Frode's account of Vincland, wrillcn in the same or 
in Ihe fiillnnlng ccnlnry ; and alsa 3, of the eminent Icelandic ehiaf Abe 
MtHsn^. one of his oiVn ancestors, who in the vear 983 was driven to a 
part of America situate near Vincland, then called HviTBaMANMtLaaD ob 
Ghkat )HRLA^n, whose inhabilantR (of Irish origin) prrfcnted him fl-om re- 
turning, bnt al the same time treated him with great rrspecl. 4. Other 
cspccline tht Icrlandi* hero BiflnK As«Ktsiiso>, in his 
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day one of the lomsbarg Warrioart iniler Palnatoke, and flgliCiaip aloni; with 
them in the battle of VyrisTal ia Sweden: he also in the year 9^ re-i 
paired to one of the coacta of America, where he was detained in the same 
manner, bnt resided there as chief over the natives for abont 30 years. 
5. Acconnt of an Icelandic mariner, Gcdleif Gudlaugson, who was driven 
to the same coast in the year 1027, and who was rescued flrom death or 
captivity by his above mentioned countryman. 6. Extracts flrora the 
Annals of Iceland of the middle a|;es, in so far as they relate to America, 
particularly Bisuop Eric's voyage to Yindand in 1121 5 the discovery of 
new countries by the Icelanders in the Western Ocean in 1285 5 an expe- 
dition fk*om Norway and Iceland in the year 1288-90; and also a trading; 
voyaf^e from the ancient colony in Greenland to Marklano in America ia 
1347, as recorded by contemporaries. 7. Ancient accounts of the most 
northern districts of Greenland and America, chiefly visited by the North- 
men for the purpose of hunting; and flshinif;; amon; these a very remark- 
able account (from a letter of a Greenland cleriE^-man) of a YotA«n 
OF Discovert undertaken by some clergymen from the Bishopric of Gard- 
ar in Greenland, in the year 1266, being — as is corroborated by an 
astronomical observation — tbrovqh Lancaster Soi'nd and Barrow's 
Strait to regions which in our days have for the first time been made 
correctly known through the sealous exertions of Sir William Parry, Sir 
John Ross, and Capt. James Clark Ross, and other British navigators. 
8. Extracts fk*om the ancient geographical works of the Icelanders, to 
which is added an outline taken in the 13th century representing the 
earth In four inhabited quarters. 0. An ancient Faroish Qvfiji wherein 
Vineland is named, and allusion is made to its connexion with Ireland. 

To which are added I. A description accompanied by delineations and 
occasionally by perspective views of several Monuments, chiefly InscHp^ 
HonM, from iho middle ages, found partly in Greenland and pai*tly in the 
States of Massachusetts and Rhode-Island in North America, on the one 
hand confirming the accounts in the Sagas, and on the other illustrated 
by them. 11. Detailed Oeograpkicai inquiries lately undertaken at the 
instance of the Society, whereby the sites of the regions and places 
named in the Sagas are explored, and are pointed out under the names 
by which they are now commonly known, viz. Newfoindland, Bay of St. 
Lawrence, Nova Scotia, and especially the States of Massachcsetts and 
Rhode-Island, and even districts more to the South, probably situate in Yir- 
ciNiA, North Carolina, and in Florida, which is supposed to be the most sou- 
therly land mentioned in the most authentic Saga-accounts, although sundry 
of the Northern Geographers of the middle ages would seem to intimate their 
knowledge of the easterly direction taken by the continent of South America. 
They are chiefly based on the aeconnts in the ancient MSS, and on the expla- 
nations of the tistronomieaij nauiicmi and geogrtifkical simiements con- 
tained in the same, which besides receive the most complete confirmatios 
ft*om accounts transmitted by distinguished American scholars, with whom 
the Society have entered into correspondence, and who, after several jour- 
neys undertaken for that olject in Massachusets and Rhode-Island, have 
communicated accurate illustrations respecting the nature of the eountries, 
their climate, animals, produetions, etc., and have ftirnished the Society with 
descriptions and also with delineations of the ancient Monuments found there. 
111. .4 CArono/o5FJCff/Con#/recfii#, arranging undertheir proper dates the several 
voyages to America and the most important events which occurred in that quar- 
ter of the world. lY. An Index of Persons, in which the names of those persons 
(of both sexes) who took part in the American Yoyagcs are printed in a difle- 
rent t^^pe. Y. .4 Geogrephical Index, in which the same method is followed 
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in recBi-d la names of flacn mcntiuiie4 in Amcrio. VI. Ah Index Rerum, 
coiiMiniDg BrDong Other things the namei of the various pradui^tiuna uf (he 
Amerii'an Konntriea. VII. Oenaalogieal Table*, «howing the lineaj^e of the tuoet 
emlnciitur the Northern disRoverri-H gf Amerira, continne<( ilown to our days, 
ivheruliy it i« deraonetrated that many personM now living in Iceland, Nor— 
way, and Denmark, as also the cclttbrated geulptgr ThartvaidKen in Romt, 
(In actually descend flNim them, that In from men. who SOO years a^ nara 
the ehief^ of the American natives, or who were at that remote period 

The H'urk consista dP 63 sheets targe Quarto and \r aecompanied by 
tS large ettgravingl, viz; 8 KtceiHrLES , some uf which represent entitv 
pa^rs nP the bei>t or the M!^S employed on the present aeeaeion, in order 
lu pve a etear and cntnplete idfi» nf their nature: by dint of mueh painB 
the arliKt has BDreecded in rcprnsenting them with grent arenracy, both a* 
retards the outlines of the letters, which were uflcn much fadod amiay 
aiiil diflieult to discern, and also the colour of the different pamhment*. 
Kurther 'I Mips, tU: I. One of AnrienI Iceland, beine the first ever 
made, representing its republican division about the year lOtHI, con— 
ttlructed by the Icelandie eeoeraphor Billrn Gunnlaagsnn ivith the aid 
of Finn tVtag;nDsen and other leeUndic sohulars. 2. A Map of the di- 
tlricl of Julianehaab in Greenland, probably comprlzinK the Eystr!- 
bygd, as it was called, (also important in a geographiral point «f view), 
constructed for the Itilaciely by Capt. William A. Hraah B.N. from observa- 
tions and mraKurementB mode by him in the cnnntry itself, and from sueh 
othvr nnihoi-ities as were available. On this map arc noted the nuincroa» 
sites (rudern) of churches and houBes of the anrient colonists, as far aa 
theiie are now known. 3. A General Charl of the Northern ley Ocean. 
and of Iho Cooali of Ihe Atlantic for the purpose of eihibiting a view, 
of Ihe voyaees of discovery. Here Is delineated the Eastern part of 
Nor)1i~America, together with surh names of eountricB, capes, flrthij 
islands, and places, from Lancabter-Sound to F'LoninA, as were sdopte<l 
by the ancipnt Northmen. 4. A Map of Vinelead, also with, the aneienC 
Northern appellations, finally, six Ekgbavings being delineations, and 
partly proBpcrts of the Rrecnland and Amerienn monuments fl-om the middle 
ages treated of in the workj several of these are very remarkable, and, 
for the must paH, hitherto quite unknown, snch as Ikscriptions on Roeks 
in MissACHOBKTTS and Raona-lsLiNn, which from the disquisilions con- 
tained in the work, would seem to have been partly intended to indicate the 
Jl,andnam, nr the occupatiun of the country, effected by the ancient Northmen. 

For the oonvenienee of those who prefer reading ENOuiin to Latin, 
there is given in Bngltth a historical view of the Voyages of Dincovery, 
aeenmpanicd by the gcnerophical disquisitions, on which account the maps 
thcl'i'unlo referring have a\so Engtiak- namea. Moreover the several com- 
muuicatinns received From the Nnrlh American Members of the Society's 
Committee un the Antc-Coiumbian BiHtory of America ore also inserted 
in English. 

-I'hP SmMj eOTiBideri the work nnv annnnnred a* >n important and lllnslrn- 
tlve Ixitb of tbo taistury of Ibe wnrlJ In geaeTal aiirt of tho BDcient Nnnb in parti- 
rular, that bnlb oa tbii ar.ronnt and alsn a* a noil meriled tribnte tn our fiireralhori, 
It •iiieIiI (>i puhit <ir lypomph}' aail embelHsbiDenu lu bo published in ■> correcl 
a»d .plenilld a dro» i» r\nim»i^«';, may permli. Tbe pHre ii pn.p«r<[i...ej ii. 

Paper &t., Iiaporisl Pap^r 3{. aniT (.'nmmnn Paper' liJiewiHe 3].' 

Tbf JoliBtHplii.n fiir Ihi: Iwii nets of Hue uaper t.iiiini being nlreml.v npiirl.v 
flllp.I uji, ail .'ariy appliralloa in rpciiinnieiide.l In iniifilitiiali "ho are druirom 
of PblaininR (rniiip" «" fiiperli.or paper. 
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(GREENLAND'S HISTORICAL MONUMENTS.) 



jChb rediscovery of the coasts of East-Greenland, undertaken at the 
cost of the Danish Govcrnnieiit, and achieved by Captain Graah, has anew 
directed the public attention towards such traces and vestiges as may be 
still remaining of the ancient {Scandinavian Colony in Greenland. Monu- 
ments and Inscriptions lately discovered in the country itself shew that 
the colonization and navij^tion of the ancient Northmen extended all the 
way from the southernmost extremity of the land, to its most northern 
coasts and islands, even fai'ther to the northward than it has been found 
practicable in our days to establish Danish settlements. A commencement 
has been made of investigating and elucidatinfp the numerous remains Jot anti- 
quity in South Greenland, and since 1831 arrangements have been entered 
into by this Society for securing their more accurate examination , deline- 
ation and description. Implements and other requisites have been dispatched 
thither to facilitate the prosecution of journeys for the purpose of construc- 
ting maps, of making excavations in the ruins, of executing drawings of 
the Monuments and Inscriptions, and for accomplishing whatever else may 
tend to a complete elucidation of the olden time of this remote Arctic land: 
and the local authorities of the country itself, in addition to the services 
already rendered by them, have promised a continuance of their assistance 
towards the prosecution of these researches. In this way, and also by 
means of the elucidations contained in ^he ancient manuscripts themselves^ 
it is hoped that we may soon arrive at a certainty as to the long dispu- 
ted site of the Eystribygd, and of the ancient bishopric of Gardar, and be 
also able to supply much further illustrative information. The work will 
consist of three sections, of which, 

THE FIllST S£CT10.\ will contain ancient original writings and frag- 
ments, chiefly Icelandic or composed in the ancient language common to the coun- 
tries of the North, relating to the early History of Greknland, with separate 
introductions, annexed Danish translations, and explanatory notes. To which 
will be added, 1. Genealogical TableB, continued in some instances to 
the present times^ 2. Chronological LisU containing a more complete Cata- 
logue of the bishops and official persons in Greenland than those hitherto 
published 5 3. Several original Diplomas, some of them newly disco- 
vered and hitherto unpublished, with the requisite translations. These 
accounts and documents begin about the year 9(H) and reach to the middle 
of the Idth century. Also a collection of less authentic accounts accor- 
ding to which it would appear that the ancient Colony was still in exi- 
stence in the beginning of the 16th century^ 4. An abstract of the legal 
history of the Icelandic republic and of Ihe oldest Lawbook relating to 
Greenland, and in connexion therewith remarks on the administration of 
JuHtice there. 

SECOND SECTION: Collection of ancient accounts relating to the 
r.i.OGRAriiiCAL AivD PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION OF Grkem.and , with Separate in- 
troductions, annexed Danish translations, and explanatory remarks. To 
which will also be added other communications and extracts of alleged, 
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M.BS Royal l^oclety oT Kartliern Aniiquariea has, in coiinirnii(< 
le of its rundanienlal lans, erecleil n Peiinanent Fund, the annan 
or ivliii^h in infrndeil (ci be devuled tirluaivel^ tu (be publical'iui 
and inlcrpn-tation of Old Icditndic MSS and lu the promotion e( Nor 
fhern Archeology in general. 

II. To tlm pruffressive an gm en tat ion of (his Fund are devoted : i 
All Compositions «( fifly Bii-UollarB paid hy the Members on their ad< 
miKHiuD. 'O All larger Donations. 3^ Should it eror happen that, i 
pven yenr, the sum of these ComposilionE and Donations were 
short uf a nrth of the £(ocialy'a whole ruveiioe Tor that year, bo muel 
from the Society's othrr ilirume to lie added thereto as will lunfce thel 
equal to a xnid Ilfth part of the ivhule. 

III. It is incombeiir on thoOlfieera of the Hocietj' tu take rare tha 
these Regulations be rarried crury year into enect, and especially on Ih 
Treasurer to spcriry in hie Annual Arcounls that (he due amount ha 
been added to the said Fund, as well as on (he Auditors of every yea 
tu attest the same, with the view (hut this may be inserted in (he Society' 
Annual Report. 

IV. The Funds thus laid up arc not to be diminished by any fiitur 
resolution of (he Soeiely, to provide against which, it is resolved tliat th 
Bnyal Bonds, of which (he eaid Permanent Fund consists, or will conaisl 
shall in conformity herewith be endorsed as imtlienabte liy sale, nr trauafei 

At a Meeting of the Society held (he 3«(h of October IS31, thes 
Regulations have, in conformity with the Stalulcs of the Society, beei 
nnanimously adopted, whrrcnnto all Members now and hencfEbrward shal 
ronform themselves, observing the same in all their words, clauses, an 
stipulations. 

Sbfabatk Beciil*tion [n tue SiiTUTEa : The names of Members wh 
pay a Composition nf or above 100 Rii-Doltnrs (II Guineas) are inscr 
(ed in (he List of the Fuindebs. This List is to be published in all th 
Annual Reports of the Society. 

" ( • The Agents receive for the Society Hie Compositions nf th 
Society's Members, and of Che Founders of the Icelandic Publicatio 
Fund I likewise Subscriptions and PaymuntH fur books published by th 

A number of Copies of the Society's Annual Hepur(8 1 



yearly to its Agents. In thei 
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